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A BELGIAN AT THE DOOR.

A little story comes from Phila-

delphia that is pointed and appro-

priate to the season. A business
man, owing to slack business, dis-

missed a stenographer who had
served him faithfully ten years. A
few days later she read that he
had given $500 to Belgian relief. She
went to him and said:

"Don't you think I need that posi-

tion as much as the Belgians need
your $500?"

Knowing her circumstances, he re-

plied, "Yes, you do;" and he prompt-
ly reinstated her.

Just a little thoughtfulness for the
Belgian at our own door will give a
better flavor to the splendid charity
that is being sent abroad.

DO YOUR MAILING EARLY

Mail your Christmas parcels
early!

That is the earnest plea of every
postofnee employe in the city. Do
your postal shopping now. Each
year finds the postal system stag-
gered, despite extensive prepara-
tions against congestion. Every
holiday season finds the deluge of
parcels overwhelming. Little thought
is given to the hardships forced up-

on postal clerks and the strain placed
upon the entire system by last-minu- te

mailing.
Despite all his efforts to control

the flood of packages, Postmaster
Praeger will have his hands full the
several days immediately preceding
Christmas Day. And unless people

with him by mailing their
parcels now his force of clerks will
be overpowered for many days after
Christmas.

In shopping early remember to
mail carl v.

CORRECT, MR TAFT!

Taft, making an ad-

dress last evening, adverted to the
demand for an investigation of na-

tional defenses and preparedness. He
observed that all the facts it could
develop arc now in public reports to
Congress.

Correct. As also is the former
President's whimsical addendum:

"If ou want to conceal any fact,
you could not do it better than to
put it into the official reports to
Congress."

Perfectly correct on both counts.
But all this argues for, not

against, the inquiry. It would un-
lock the adamantine bombproofs of
borcMmencss in which all this im-

portant, this supremely important,
information is now concealed.

Nobody reads official reports. Mil-
lions would read the proceedings of
the inquiry that is proposed.

And when it was over perhaps
somebody would devise a scheme for
getting Government documents of
various sorts edited so that they
would be read occasionally.

The Government spends millions
annually printing things that are
mostly useless for the want of a few
thousands spent on editors.

WHY DID IT FLOP?

The Administration received a re-

buke and a defeat when the Senate
yesterday ratified the London treaty
on Safety of Life at Sea. It is quite
impossible to understand what in-

fluences could have been potent to
convince the Administration's man-
agers that the course adopted in this
matter could possibly avoid a dis-,-ct-

Last January this treaty was ne-

gotiated in London. It was really a
result of the Titanic tragedy. It has
now been ratified by four nations,
Germany, Great Britain, Spain, and
he United States. It has been ed

ly only one, Sweden. There
arc other signatory powers,
cnoFt of which arc expected to ratify

In fubstancc, the treaty aimed
o increase the safeguards of life at

"While this treaty was pending,
Congress was considering the sea-

men's, bill, which undertook to im-

pose certain very specific conditions
on vessels entering and leaving
American ports. A treat', once rati- -

'icd, is superior to a law of Congress.
The ratification of the treaty was
held up last session before elec
tion, that is because it was gener
ally believed that if the treaty be
ratified without important reserva
tions, it would bind this country to
certain conditions that would make

t impossible to pass the seamen's
bill. So the Administration sup
ported before election, mind a
resolution of ratification which
specifically reserved to this country
the ngbi to impose the higher stand
ards of safety, in the waters of the
I'nited States, that were outlined in

Mancn': bill. In other words.

ratified with this reservation, there
would still have been room for the
seamen's bill to pass and operate;
ratified without this reservation, the
treaty would have elbowed the sea-
men's bill out of possibility.

So, let it be explained again, last
spring, when the Administration
was seeking votes and posing as the
friend of organized labor all of
which was supporting the seamen's
bill it supported a ratification with
the reservation. But it didn't ratify.
It let the treaty hang over till this
session till after elcction--an- d then
it struck out the reservation that
would have saved the seamen's bill,
and tried to ratify the treaty with-
out this reservation.

It was a performance in crooked
politics pitifully inconsistent with
the lofty pretensions of this Admin-
istration.

But it didn't succeed. The advo-
cates of a square deal, the real sup-
porters of the most advanced policy
of making life safe on the ocean, the
men who didn't care to see the Ad-

ministration betray its own promises
of a few months ago these men,
Republicans and Democrats alike,
got together and forced the ratifi-
cation of the treaty yesterday, with
the reservation.

It takes a two-thir- vote to ratify
a treaty. The extent and emphasis
of the defeat for the Administration
may be gathered from the factthat
this two-thir- vote was easily mus-
tered in a Senate that has a snug
Democratic majority.

THE MINIMUM WAGE
CASE.

One of the most important cases
of recent years is before the Su-

preme Court of the United States
for argument today. It is the case
from Oregon, in which attack is di
rected against the minimum wage
law of that State on the ground of
its alleged unconstitutionality. Al-

most needless to say, its assailants
charge that it proposes taking prop-
erty without due process of law.

Eight States have, to this time,
passed laws establishing minimum
wages for women or adopting the
public policy and providing commis-

sions to determine what the mini-

mum wage shall be. Oregon's law
came early, and so its case becomes
a probable precedent for the deter
mination of the others. Another
group of States will undoubtedly
pass such laws the coming winter.

It was from Oregon that the fa-

mous case came, in which the Su-

preme Court sustained a law fixing
maximum hours of labor for women.
In that case the attorne3'S for the
State presented a brief that was
unique in character. It paid little
attention to law and Constitution
and the precedents created by deci-
sions. Instead, it surveyed the
facts; the world's experience; the
medical and physiological and socio-
logical and criminal facts' bearing
on the subject. What is the effect
on women workers, and through
them, what is the effect on the race?
Are the effects bad ? If bad, is there
a power in the lawmaking bodies
to prevent those bad effects through
better laws?

That was the subject discussed in
the eight-ho- ur case brief, for which
a world-rangin- g investigation was
made by Miss Josephine Goldmark.
And her brief, it was generally as-

serted, won the case.
Now, in another case from

Oregon, involving the minimum
wage question another forward
step toward enlightened treatment
of women workers Miss Goldmark
has again summarized the experi-
ence of the world, in another splen-
did brief; a book of .300 pages, that
tells the facts about women's wages;
that argues that they arc not fixed
by any "immutable economic law,"
but in the most haphazard fashion
without sense or system, and utterly
without relationship to the value of
services performed. It describes the
shifts by which women, working un-

der seemingly impossible wages,
manage to keep soul and body to-
gether. It discusses the effect as
testified by medical and social au-

thorities of these conditions upon
the mothers; and upon the children
of mothers who have had to eke out
existence under these conditions.

The brief is quite as remarkable
a document as was that in the eight-ho- ur

case; brief of the sociology
rather than the law of a great cat-c- .

Whatever the Constitution and the
law may require, the facts collected
together in this effort to sustain a
series of humane statutes assuredly
justify the hope and strong expec-
tation that the law of Oregon will be
upheld.

THE YORKSHIRE RAID.

It is interesting to recall that
throughout the long period of the
French revolutionary and the Na-

poleonic wars, the coast of Britain
was never brought under the actual
fire of hostile guns as it was yester-
day by the flying squadron of Ger-
man cruisers. Vast energy and
treasure was expended by the
French, throughout this whole epoch,
in various efforts to devit-- a work-ir- g

plan that would land them in
England or Ireland; but they never
got there. In 1706 they actually
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placed an army of 25,000 on trans-

ports and under strong convoy sent
it to the west Irish coast. The mar-

vel of that performance is that the
French sustained rather small losses.
Their armada, like that of Spain
centuries earlier, suffered severely
by reason of storms, and was driven
away without a decisive fight.

The last commander to accomplish

anything like yesterday's attack on

the coast of Britain was our own
Revolutionary hero, John Paul Jones.
He had east, west, and north coasts
of both England and Ireland in a
state of terror for a long time, cap-

turing and burning boats of com-

merce; and when they caught him

at last, wit-- the Serapis, which

ought to have sent him to the bot-

tom, he was unsportsmanlike enough

to defeat his pursuers.
War is well, anyhow it is war;

and at best it is worse than im-

polite. People bemoan the dreadful
spectacle of a sleeping coastwise
town awakened by a bombardment;
but it is not worth while to find un-

due fault with our daring German
friends for being "barbarous." Of

course, it's barbarous; it's war. It's
exactly as barbarous as were the
performances of Paul Jones, that
made him our first naval hero. Jones
was officially rated as a pirate in

England, and they would have
hanged him to the yardarm without
a drumhead session; only they didn't
get their itching fingers on him. He

made other arrangements in that re-

gard. The German cruisers arc do-

ing just the right thing; giving the
best possible service of which they
are capable; and doing it with an ef-

fectiveness and heroism that de-

serves for them rank among the
great naval figures of history.

Indeed, this repeated demonstra-

tion of the high quality and efficiency

of the German naval establishment
may be set down as a leading reason
why peace talk now or soon is non-

sense. Great Britain is not going
to quit this war till she knows that
Germany's sea power is broken, and
Germany's chance of becoming ever
again a dangerous rival of Britain
on the seas is ended. There must be
something decisive on the ocean. Vic-

tories for the allies in Poland and
Flanders and France and Servia and
all over Africa and Asia would not
mean for Britain so much, nor a
tithe so much, as the certainty that
a crushing, wrecking blow had been
delivered to German naval ambition.
There would then be left no possible
rival whom England would need to
fear. The United States would be
the only nation with enough naval
force as a foundation, plus the neces-

sary resources, ever to become a
rival of Britain. But the notion of
these two countries fighting is now
regarded by both of them as utterly
impossible.

AMERICA AS A MUNITIONS
DEPOT,

George Sylvester Viercck, editor
of the Fatherland, goes to the sup-

port of Senator Hitchcock and his
bill to embargo shipments of contra-

band to the belligerents with some
data of serious significance and
some curious arguments derived
from them.

If the question as to whether the
moral responsibility for the pro-

longation of the war rests with
America were determinable from the
volume of the shipments of muni-

tions bought or contracted for here,
and if Mr. Viereck's estimates are
correct, his case would be practical-
ly complete. None will deny the
impressiveness of the fact that we
arc selling the allies rifles by the
hundreds of thousands, cartridges
by the hundred millions, field guns
and aeroplanes and armored motor-
cars by the hundreds, powder in unh-

eard-of measure. None will deny,
further, that in filling these orders
for the allies we are materially as-

sisting them against Germany. Mr.
Viercck estimates that without such
promotion the war could terminate
within sixty days. This is doubt-

less far too low a guess; but it is at
least fair to assume that if Ger-

many can hold the allies at arms
length despite the supplies we send
them, they could certainly not con-

tinue to hold her off without them.
But, so far as the observance of

neutrality is concerned, it must be
remembered that Germany prepared
for war in full recognition of the
enemy's privileges under interna-
tional law and the probable estop-
page of the same privilege to her by
her enemy's fleet. The stock of mu-

nitions which the allies are buying
after war begins Germany bought
before the war began.

She did so of necessity. The very
fact that, because of her necessity,
she made herself independent of for-

eign sources of supply upsets by
practical example Mr. Viereck's ar-
gument that our course is promoting
militarism.

International law is merely prece-

dent. Heretofore, neither England
nor France has felt the impulse to
accumulate excessive supplies, be-

cause they had no reason to believe
the source of replenishment would
be cut off. We arc their chief source.
Once it was understood that we
would not se'I munition to bellig-

erents, they would at once fall into
Germany' position. The bit; ar

senal in time of peace would become
an essential to them and to every
other nation that might ordinarily
expect to draw on our factories.

More than that, the program
would force us into the same course.
Whether or not our theory of moral
responsibility should be accepted of
international law, wc could not es-

tablish such a principle with regard
to other nations and not expect to
have others apply it to us.

There is every hope that this war
will bring an end to militarism. Let
us not do anything in a mistaken
view of our moral neutrality obli-

gations which, so far as militarism
is concerned, would leave the war
fought without profit.

A MOSLEM ADVANCE.

. The Moslem leader in India, where
the Mohammedan population con-

stitutes an important minority of
the whole, has taken a step which
suggests that Islam may be on the
verge of a great advance in civiliza-

tion and civic ideals. In effect, he
suggests that: the time i3 come for
Moslem to break away from its
ancient partnership of church and
state, as the Christian world has
generally done.

Turkey is a political government;
but it has assumed also to be the
trustee of the religious faith and
aspirations of the Mohammedan
Church. Thus the partnership of
church and state has been main-

tained throughout the Moslem world.
The vicious results of that partner-
ship have been shown repeatedly
when the political rulers of Turkey,
driven to extremes, have threatened
to use their spiritual power to de-

clare a holy war wherever Moslems
might be, whether under the rule of
Turkey or of other nations.

Now comes the leader of Moham-

medanism in India to protest against
this medieval attitude. He declares
that Turkey's politicians have be-

trayed their trusteeship for the
spiritual interest of their people, in
and out of the empire; that if Tur-
key's present political alliance suc-

ceeds, Turkey will become a vassal
of Germany; that therefore it is the
duty of Moslems to remain loyal to
the governments under which they
live, and to throw off the yoke that
attempts to bind them to the politi-
cal purposes of a government that
has no sincere intention to serve
their spiritual welfare, but is using
their religion as a leading string to
drag them into a war that is op-

posed to both their secular and
spiritual interests.

This is a remarkable enlightened
and modem view for a Moslem
leader to avow; and it suggests, in
connection with the very general
loyalty of Mohammedans in the
British dominions, that the world
nears the time when the menace of
a holy war will be a thing of the
past. i

What's on the Program in
Washington

Today.
Meetings.
Meeting. Washlnston Chapter American In- -

atltute of Banking, red room. New Wli- -
lard. 8 p. m

Maonlc Naval. No 4. Hiram, No. 10; Iji- -
Kayette. No. 19: William K. Singleton. No.
30; Adonlram Council, No. i. Hoyal and

:lct Mason ; Ether, No. S. Easurn Star
Odd Fellows Columbia. No 10; Excelsior

No 17 tfalem. No. K
Knights of l'vthlas -- Harmony. No. 21.
Maccabees Georgetown Tent. No. 8; Dla- -

trirt Tent. No .

National Union Mount Vernon Council: Na-
tional Council.

Socialist I'arty German branch. Sll n itr!tnorthwest. 8:15 p. m.
Illustrated lecture. "The Eruption of Mt.

Lawn." I'rof 11!IT. Home Club. II Jocj,- -
nn plre northwest. p. m

Meeting. I'ocahontas Memorial Association
Hotel ltellevue 4:30 p m.

Exhibit. Corcoran Art Gallon-- . a. m. to 4:J0
p. m.

Exhibit. 'tjrneKle Institution. Sixteenth and
P streeti nrthwe"t. 2 P m. to S:10 p. m.

Entertainment. Gonragii Oollece Hls-- School
Dramatic Association. Gouzara Hall, S p
in

Amusements.
National ' H'n-tlur- 8pm
Belawo "Hamon and I'ylhlaj." motion pic-

ture.. . ' and S.SO i m
Columbia 'Thirty Under the Sea,"

motion ulctiireH. 3 30 and R.IS p m
Toll's -- "' Iwrl.-j'- s Aunt." --Mi and p m.
n F. Keith's- - Vaudeville. 2:16 and S:U p. m
Gayety IurleU. 3.15 and S.IS p. m.
Majestk liurlestjuc. .'.15 and S.1S p. m
Ftrnd-riiotopU- ys. 11 a. in. to II p. m.
Garden I'hotupUya. 10 . m. tc II 3. .m
Crandall's 1'hotoplays
Cosmos Vaudeville, continuous.
Casino Vaudeville, continuous

Tomorrow.
Masonic Columbia. N" 3; Ihanon. o 7 6p m . East Gate. No. St; School i.f

Ilool Arch Chapter; Columbia.
No 2. ICnlghts Templar Commandery;

Temple. Mystic Shrine; Martha, No
4. and Ahccnslon. V. I Eastern Star.

Mt l'leaAnt, No 29. Masonic LoJg
Hall. Fourteenth and Kenyon streets north-
west. X p m.

Odd Fellows Ontral. No 1. Metropolis, No
It. l'hiienls. No H. Maftenenu. No. 4. T.n'.
mmpinent. Miriam. No C Ketrnkahs.

Kniclits of I'Mhlas -- SjracusUns. No 1rnathlxine Superior. No I'S. Itathbone Tm- -
plr No s l'thlan Sisters.

MPMallft I'arts -- Icil North-as- t. Sll E street
northwest. fc.K p m

Opt 11 lloue. Home t lub.. 14 Jackson placo
nnrthwett. S n, tn

Lecture. "Ilemount Animals for the United
States Army." Washington Medical ,i,n--
rUtlon. t p m

Meeting. 1M4 Itnlief for German Widows andOrphans Socletv. Saengerbiind Hall. S o m
Exhibit. Corcoran Art Gallers. B a. m to

4 40 in
Lecture. T. Dal.. McMahon Hall. Catho- -

II.- - I'nivrraitv. 8pm
Meeting. :rge Washington University Law

Uiool Junior Clam. New Masonic Temple.
5 p 111.

Meeting. Cosmopolitan Baptist Church. 8 p.
m.

lecture. "I'erils of Infant Life." Dr. JohnKwte. National Soeletv of Keep Welle
Calvary Baptist fhurch, S p. m.

Bazaar, of Belgian relief fund. lo

Iload Club, linmanue Ifdptlat Church
11 a m to p in.

Meeting. Mt l'leasant Citizens' Associa-
tion. Brown llettv Inn. Sixteenth street
and l'ark rotiil norlhwett. Rom"The Fringe of Asia" Mis Har-ile- -

ciialuieri Adams. National Geographic
S .. iet .ludltorlum New Masonic Temple
' .vi and s o m

Muting. Krobklaml Citizens' Association.
MiiM.nl.- Temple llr.jokluml. S p m

Cluli night. University Club. 8 p. m.

Sandusky Grocery Plant
Fire Has $125,000 Loss

s vrtl-pk- ii i" 'ie : i;,P to--
lav " iprd out I"' i Ui...i'ixtiir.ttA.tio nicrtx pldtit mtii a loss of

JISJ.W Several firemen wrra over-
came, hv Interne cold.

r

L OVE INSURANCE IN

OPPORTUNITY II
One Year's Gratitude and Affec-

tion of Seventy-Tw- o Persons
Available to the Generous.

After all. which is the most fun?
Savins and hiding and planninc and

JIVING to some one else for Christ-iia- s.

or receiving a lot ot things your-

self?
The receivine ond of Christmas is cn-joj- ed

most by the children, the GIV-iM- 5

end by the crown-up- a.

There no use trying to blush arounu
tiid crawl out of It.
"It is more blessed to give than to

iccelve," and a great, great, deal more
uii. Any one v. ill tell ou mi.
l'.lse whv would "just before Christ-

inas" be such a delightfully hopeful,
a id wonderful opening up kind of a
..me, and 'jlMt after Christmas ' when
.v.. perhaps, have what ue want, such
,i sort of flat old time, with nothing
to do but to wonder whether or not
iommy liked the present which ne
avc him better than he did the one

Onele some one clue gave him?
Make Opportunity Big Gift.

SMnce jlVl.j is me vUioic tiling to
tlic preliminary, and being sure that the

likes what he gets is the meat
jf the attonnath, why not make a per-
fectly safe wager and play the CIIIHST-..lA- tf

UPl'OKTUNITIKsj as your biff
jlft?

in that way you preserve that great
.iig "I'm helping to make the world

kinu of feeling, ana make it
ti etch out for a wnble year. iou feet

i a cow witn a wreath of flowersaround her neck, but you are as proua
as she Is. For playing liig Brother or

ic als.er to one ot these fourteen Op-
portunity families is a sort or "lovenaurance" tor a year.
'"lovc insurance" for one year guaran-

teed the Ills Hrothcr or Ulg Suiter who
nelps out any one of the lifty-si- x' httlu
children whose homes the Associated
Charities is trlng to hold together.

Aa to the money wc can ring thechanges on the possibilities of it for an
endless time. Take it in the great UiS
way.

Seventy-Tw- o For $4,500.
Forty-liv- e hundred dollars is needed to

keep tho families chosen tor oru; year.
Like this ;i,&v0, for sixteen adults and
fifty--8l-x children.

That makes seventy-tw- o people In this
big Washington District of Columbia
Family who want to Irtj given a boost
eo that the Washington District of Co-
lumbia Family taxpayers won't have tocare for them separately at greater ex-pense through the medium of institu-tions and homes.

Seventy-tw-o people, who want to bo acredit instead of a debit, and they need
W.CC0 with which to do it.

Now If that Isn't patriotism. ' andclvie nride. nnrt xvllllnericieu nii .nii...i
gether. and if Washington people can'tocu il uuu way ana eacn give a dollar,or fifty cents, or fifty dollars. Just as
their pursese feel capable of disgorg-
ing, to these Christmas Opportunities,
QUICKLY, they haven't any civic prido
themselves. Just as Dr. Harvey Wiley,
accused them last night!

But mako haste only seven more days,
and ohe of thorn is Sunday!

Miss Rogers To Be Bride
Of Nephew of Kaiser

The rumor which is soing the
rounds, of the engagement of Miss
Elizabeth IteJd Kogers and Prince
Christian, nephew of Emperor Wil-
liam of Germany, is arousing" great
Interest In Waphincton.

Miss Holers, who Is now in Berlin
with her mother, met the prlnre at
t'alro over a year asro tnd friends of
tho little lady say that :t was a case
of love at first sight. Tho story of
the .romance Is told In letters received
from Ml.s Roger. No date has been.ct for the wedding, no plans made,
but the prince has. it atnears. an-
nounced himself ready to renounce
his title and plnce at ccurt in order
to remove imperial obtectlons to thowedding. He Is a captain In theGerman nay, and up n the fortunes
of war will depend the date of themarriage.

The bride-to-b- e. who made her do-b- ut

hero a few seasons ago. is noted
for her iajity and ch?rmingr person-
ality. She numbers among her Inti-
mate friends Mi.ss Helen Taft. daugh-
ter of the former President, and Jlisslys :Ieyer, daughter of the formerSecretary of the Navy.

Twenty-Nin- e Officers
Quit Army in Year

Twenty-nin- e officers have resigned
from the. United State.s army elnco the
beginning of the present year, accord-
ing to announcement mRde by the War
Department In making known the resig-
nation of First Lieut. Birch O.

Coast Artillery, and First Lieut.
Charles S. Donavln. Infantry.

The Navy Department has accepted
the resignation of Lieut. Commander
Edward E. Spafford. who was left a
fortune by thu death of his wife two
years ago, and who has stneo tried to
obtain release from the service.

Rockefeller Board Gives
$39,715,000 to Education

NEW YORK. Dec. 17. Tho general
education board, founded by John D.
Rockefeller, has Just made public the
first Installment of a report which will
be ipBued on January I. This reeport
shows the board has made gifts to edu-
cational amounting to

Of this amount !3.1.SI5 has been
given to tlie I'niversity of Chicago and
10;2fi7.02 tn the Rockefeller Institute

for medical research

Family Night at Grotto.
It was "fainilv night" for members of

Kalllpolis No. V. M. O. V. V.

K. It., at the National Itllle.-- i rmnrv
last nfght. the occasion being "Kalllpo-

lis Kiddles' Khrlstniae Karnlval." Vo-c-

and instrumental monologues,
nnd numbers by the Kalllpolis Orches-
tra, under the direction of Jaque.i
Heidenhi'lmer, made up most of the
program. The Kallipolls Military Band,
wMi Julius Kamper as leader, gave a
eorcort and the (Jrotlo Glee Club gave
f.xeral numbers. 1'resents were dis-
tributed .mums the t liildrcn. and the
ladies received flow era

Would Aid Momeseekerr..
more constructive Federal policy

toward the honieseekor will be the
topic conMdered at the meeting of the
District Fed' ration of Women's Clubs
at the Public I.'brary tomorrow miirti-In- c

The coni'Tilttee (ill political science
xvi Ii.ino Mrs Kli.nletl i,:.ite
I"f rrv presiding Sccr'il
t .Iks' will be made tiy member- - of the
committee, after which the meolinc
will br open fur diseuialoti.

FOURTEEN XMAS
OPPORTUNITIES

Here is YOUR chance to play Santa Claus and bring real hap-

piness into the lives of your less fortunate brothers. The Times and
the Associated Charities join in asking you to help. Every penny of
your contribution will go directly to the family in which you are inter-

ested. The Times will act as sponsor for the fund, and money will
be received by The Christmas Editor, The Times office, Munscy Build

ing.
Opportunity No. 1. Eyes for the
.Blind. $520.

A blind mother made such
and a fRthcr whose eyesight

Is rapidly falling, dally face the
problem of how to shelter, feed, nnd
clothe their six little children, all ot
school ace. These children are qulta
normal, and arc learning to be eyes
for their parents and their ultimate
support. Tho plan for this next year
Is to have the father learn a trade
which he can follow when he Is en- - .
tirlv blind.

Who xvlll help bring Christmas
cheer Into this family by contribut-
ing to. the il0 per week required to
keep "the home Intact, while the
father goes to a trade school for the
blind? $1

Contributions: Mrs. R. M. T., J50:
S. XV. J.. $3: J. A. P., $1; Dr. and
.Mrs. A. G. Wilkinson, $2; S, B. J..
Jo. Still needed. HX.

Opportunity No. 2. A Spartan
Mother. $208.
Last Christinas this widow was a

happy wlfo with all her loved ones
about her. Her husband had Just
bought a piece of land on which he
xv as planning to build with his own
hands, a house that would be their
very own. Sickness came: then
death. Now the wife is struggling
alone to makn a home for her eight
little ones. Tho man's former em-
ployers are sharing tho burden by
giving n small monthly pens'.on to
tho devoted mother Thl with what
little the hard working relatives can
contribute furnishes tho sole support
of this family. If the Income can be
fupplcmented to the amount of ?t
per week, or J308 a year, with care-
ful management, the family can be
Kept together. Is not this a worth
while Christmas gift?

Contributions: Mrs. J. W. B.. $25;
Dr. and Mrs. A. G. "Wilkinson. SZ:
H. A. C. II; D. C. O.. IS; H. 3.. JL
Still needed. $174.

Opportunity No. 3. A Fourtecn-ycar-ol- d

Hero. $260.
Fourteen years old and facing the

world, this lad Is working determined
to wrest from It the support of his
mother, brother, and sister. The
mother, refined and d,

formerly did clerical work. She is
now nearly blind, and not strong or
well. Despite this, however, she
earns from 12 to lr by day work and
laundry. This brave woman should
bei enabled to keep her home for her
youthful wage-earn- er and the young-
er children, and to enjoy some rest I

herself and the chance to build up.
To encourage our hero and enable ,

him to keep his family. 5 per week
is needed ISO

Contributions: W. B. M.. 13; Mrs.
S. K. C, 15; H. S.. l.
This opportunity has been Xully sub-

scribed. The total amount of 1260 was
contributed thl3 morning by N. B. S.

Opportunity .No. 4. Let's All Back
Martha. $104.
Three years ago the society found

this hard-worki- and Industrious
colored man. rapidly growing blind
and utterly discouraged, as he faced
tho prospect of parting with his four
motherless little ones, and spending
the remainder of his llfft in the
almshouse. A plan was formed.
Relatives contributed all they could
and kind-heart- people did the rest.
A friendly visitor helped train tho
eldest girl, then sixteen years, to
tako her mother's place, and she
has become a model housekeeper.
Now the second girl is fifteen, and
the sister who so plucklly la taking
the mother's place, says: "Do help
me keep Martha in school one more
year. She xvantc 30 much to keep
on at the Vocational School until
she haa learned to be a fitting dress-
maker. She Just loves sewing. I
hato to take her out of school and
put her to work at a mangle."

Who will helo keep Martha at
school a year as a Christmas gift?
12 per xveek. or 1101 a year, is
needed VH

Contributions: II. S.. IL Still need-
ed 1101

Opportunity No. 5. Citizens in tho
Making. $520.
Alone, fighting against Invalidism

and pox'ertv this widow has for
many years been doing her full duty
in the training of three fatherless
children, who are fast developing
wholesome ldos of support for
themselves and their mother. Tho
ambition of the oldest lad is to be-

come a farmer, and his sister wants
to be a teacher. Brought up on
modern outdoor and fresh air theo-
ries, the children am gradually over-
coming their early physical handi-
caps. Several xvho have helpca this
famllv in the past year, and who
have tcceived from time to time
confidential reports relating the faml-ly'- b

happiness and well being, have
already signified their desire to con-

tinue their
110 per week, or 5G20 for tho rund

year, is needed for this constructive
home and health building a2u

Contributions: Mrs. J. P., It; Mrs.
E. H E.. 13: i:. C. V.. 12: A. M. L.
Pledge. 1120; J II. N.. II: Dr. and Mrs.
A. C5. Wilkinson. 12: Through Mrs. M.
n P. 110; N. M- - B.. 13: Mrs. S. P.
C. $5: II. 3.. II. Still needed. I37S.

Opportunity Ha. G Our Friend Mrs.
"Wiggs Again. 260.

my dear," is the
cheery greeting to all comers or a
dear old grandmother, who has un-

dertaken to bring up her two orphan
children. Disbursing sunshine and
good will, after the fashion ot Mrs.

Iggs of the Cablwge Patch, this
faithful old soul retuses to be any-
thing but kindl.- - and hopeful in the
midst of advcrMty. The grandchil-
dren have caught hor spirit ot

The little girl is mothering
her dollies or busily sewing for
them while her little brother Is
....j.. utih his tools or living with
the heroes ot in whom he !

takes great deltsht.
How tins good soul can make the

3 per week, which is asked tor her.
gn s. tar. no one can tell. Total
amount for the year V--

Contiibutlons: Mrs. J. XV. B., 123;
II S.. $1 Still needed, 1231.

Opportunity No. 7. The Brim of
the Melting Tot. $260.

itlmtit relative to help her, but
nith her church doing what it can,
.1 lliritty liennan widow, handlcap-jve- d

hv pour eyesight, is bringing up
in xnod"! fashion five bright. American-

-bom. tuturc citizens, the oldest
thirteen ..'cars. Keport.s tram the
children's' show how well they
are doing at their studies. Tho old-

est boy already cherishes an nmbi-tlo- n

to become a physician In the
mission field or a minister. The fam-- il

is htclil. respected in its own
neighbnrlio'Mi.

5. net vec'.. ' " f. '1" 'Mr.
i cd lot a i nri-itm- a rjent for
tiiis f.miil

Contributions J H N . 123, II. S., L '
Still needed iZU.

Opportunity No. 8. Never Say Die.
$260.
i'orsaken by her husband and

forced by broken health to give up
the work b which she supported
her two children, this mother refuses
to surrender. Search is being made
Tor the husband to compel him to do
his part, but It is doubtful If he can
be found. Meantime, the family has
been moved to smaller quarters and
the woman Is doing sewing as sheis able at home. Her church andtwo relatives, out of their meagrstores, are doing what thev can tohelp the mother keep her children,but o per week Is needed In addi-
tion to other possible lhcome. or r.1n
Of the year. If this family l3 to have

Christmas cheer all the year around,
TXO.

Contributlonss: h. S., L still need-ed, 1239.

Opportunity No. 9. Enforced Sepa-
ration. $168.
The gullding spirit of this family

is bravely facing the hard situation
of separation from her incurably ill
husband, who Is receiving hospital
care. She Is. working hard to makea good homo for her four little chil-
dren, the eldest eleven, and theyoungest six months. Unaided, she
will fall In health and purpose; forthis mother is an arrested case of
tuberculosis and should not b al-
lowed to struggle alone to make ends
meet. 13.00 per week Is needed to keep
these children at home and happy
witii their .mother. 53

Contributions. Mrs. S., 13; II. S., II.
Still needed. 1452.

Opportunity No. 10. A Homemaker
At All Odds. $468.
Whether to keep at work, long

hours away from her children. whilo
htey were running wild, or to stay at
home and be their real protector,
was the problem facing the little
woman whom we will call Mrs.
Smith. The father's record as a
home-break- er he Is serving a long
sentence In the penitentiary showed
the need of saving the children from
repeating their father's mstakes.
Without relatives who can help, the
mother must depend upon outside
assistance. She Is earning what she
can. with her needle at home.

p.00 per week is needed for the
family, consisting of the old grand-
mother, going blind; the- mother, and
three small children 43

Contributions: E. G. S.. II: North
Takoma, $5; II. S., H. Still needed,
HO.

Opportunity No. 11. Reporting
Dividends on Last Year's Inyest- -
ments. $364.
Holiday contributions a year ago

furnished a Christmas gift to this
deserted wife and her.four little chil-
dren. This gift haabeen bringing,
into this family Its message of peace
and good will throughout 19U. Not'
only did It help to bring to this
wronged woman and her little chil-
dren, food, shelter, and clothing,
but it also brought improved living
conditions, new friends, and happi-
ness. "I never had such a beautiful
home before or such good friends."
said this gTatefiil mother. Sh has
grown to be an excellent housekeeper,
and Is making a splendid home for
her children. AH efforts to locate
the deserting husband so far have
failed. Shall we continue to give
this mother an opportunity to keep
her little ones together in her own
home for another venr? Surely it
has paid throughout the current
year. Wc earnestly ask for your
continued Interest and
in extending this Christmas oppor-
tunity. 17 per week is needed. ...J36I

Contributions: H. S.. II. Still need-
ed. 1363.

Opportunity No. 12. Neutrality in
Charity. $260.'
We all practice neutrality when it

comes to charity at home. This time
it is a clever little French woman,
the sole support of four children,
whose father lies seriously 111 In
the hospital. The wife visits him as
often as possible. The eldest girl
ha Iu6t started to take a business
course, hoping to be able in another
year's tlmo to tako her father's place
as wage-earne- r. The younger child-
ren are all attending school reg-
ularly, even to the little ld

girl, who has Just entered kindor-garte- n.

Who will help to furnish
15 per week, or 1260 per year, so that
this homo may bo kept together for
another year, when the eldest daugh-
ter can begin to earn? UJJ.

Contributions: II. S.. Jl: Dr. and
Mrs. A. G. Wilkinson, 12. Still need-
ed. 1257.

Opportunity No. 13. A Result of
Timely Help. $312.
One year ago this little widow with

four children felt that her load was
moro than she could bear, and ratner
than have her children suffer, shew--

as ready to place them In Institu-
tions. The Associated Charities
finally persuaded her to accept help
In keeping the family together
During the past year, she has
become more resourceful The fam-
ily Is living in better rooms, and
the mother has fresh courage and
ambition. She Is learning to do plain
sewitig and is able to make a llttlo
income for herself. Besides this, her
relatives are-- giving all they can
from their little store. Their com-
bined efforts, however, are not suf-
ficient to keep the home together.

JK.0O per week will bring continued
Christmas cheer W12

Contributions: H. S.. 1: Dr. and
Mrs. A. G. Wilkinson. 12. Still need-
ed, 2C0.

Opportunity No. U. Deserted.
$260.
Beforo the birth of her youngest

child, threo years ago, this good
woman was. deserted by the one who
should have been her protector. Feel-

ing that the only course open to her
was separation from her children,
bhc placed two of them temporarily
In Institutions. Through the efforts
of the society, monev was ra'sed to
supplement what the relatives and
her church could do. and now ttm
cozy homo Is a happy one. Tile

bright children show the
I effect of a mother's care and train

ing. AH eirorts nave tiuieu to locate
the man.

In addition to what the relatives
and ihurch can do. 3 per week, or
VW) vr I'car. will mean AS davs of
Chrlhtmas cheer for this family.. 2

Contributions: II. S.. 11. Stil need-
ed. $233:

Phi Mu Sigma to Aeet.
Delta Chapter. Phi Mu Sigma fratcr-nit- x

w II Initiate a candidate at Its
me'otlng this evening and will later out
line a xrinler atnietie nronram

MAIL BAG
(From The Times Readers.)

CommonlcmHotM to trm ?1aU Bar rrutt
e written on one 1.4 at ti nD--r

only: mint not exceed ICO words In
Irnrtb and must : aimed with nam
and addrew of the miniT. Tha oD--I
lea Hon of Itttera In Tre tfuica" Mall

Bar does not mean tt;e t4orem"tb The Time of the opinion of lh
WTlter The Mail IU In iin ooen torum
wbera tho citizens of W'hliwt. o caa
area o ot uuesuon.

'"Community Tree" Should Be Indoors.
To the Editor of tho Mall liic;

If Washington la going to have a
"community Christmas tree." why not
have It under cover somewhere Con-
vention Hall, for instance. This to
not the time ot year to have "com-
munity" celebrations where women ar.a
little children havo to stand for hour
exposed to the elements, unless the
pleasure or gazing at a Christmas tree
entertainment is supposed to offset the
danger or colds and pneumonia. Such
a building as Convention Hall would
prove adequate for such an occasion
by limiting the exhibit to xvomen and
children. This matter offers the largest
neld of opportunity .yet presented to
Washington's Safety First Society

COMMON SK.NSB.

Crossing Policemen Should Be On "the
Force."

To the Editor of the Mail Dae.
Congress, it Is to be, hoped, will sotie

dajy see the wisdom of Including the
street crossing policemen In the metro-
politan police force. The salaries of
these men are paid, under protest, by
tho street railway companies. They arc
appointed ly the Commissioners and
subject 'to the orders of the major and
superintendent of police. The District
government can amply afford to pay the
salaries of the men who servo It. and
provision for such payment vhould be
Included In the District appropriation
bill. Why tho District should be forced
to be under obligations to any-- of the
public utilities is a question the utilities
and the public would like to have
answered. J. W. N

Street Car Ventilation Poor.
To the Editor of O19 Mall Has

I have read from time to time In yout
valuable Journal complaints from youi
readers as to the poor ventilation ot cer-

tain types of cars now In use in th
District, and with the thought that th
louder the complaint tho better th
chance of the condition being remedied
I am adding my protest to those already
flled.

Tho new central entrance cars now
being used extensively by the Wash-
ington Railway and Klectrlc Companj
are practically airtight and when thej
become crowded, as they usually am
the atmosphere In- almost suffocating:
Under such conditions is It to be won-
dered at that colds and other contagi-
ous diseases are contracted? A. J. K.

Wants More Motion Pictures For
Children.

To the Editor of the Mall Bag:
While tho question of motion pictures

Is so strongly brought beforo the public
through your valuable paper, grant m
a few lines to add to the strength ol
this movement. There Is a wealth ot
enlightenment In many or the playj
and topics of the day. and I am an In-

terested patron of the "movies." but,
as In many things, we are apt to overdo
and go beyond the limit.

I voice many In the disapproval ot
the nerve-straine- d tragedies and of the
senseless and sometimes vulgar pictures.

Where does th'e board or censorship
come in on these?

I heartily advocate more plays suit-
able for children. C. L. K

Believes Leave Legally Provided.
To the Editor of the Mall Easr:

Although I do not particularly care tc
do so, I again-ente- r the leave discussion
In answer to "Government Employe No
3." To arguo such questions in your
paper, or any other paper, Is a rather
futile thing to do. The easiest way to
correct the great mistake that has been
made In running the Government es-

pecially In regard to the leave question).
Is to dispense with the present system
and to place the whole matter In the
hands of "Government Employe No. Z

and "Business Man." There Is no doub
but what they could run the Govern-
ment in a more satisfactory manner'

I an still looking for "Business Man
and "Government Employe No. "'

from behind their non de plume
and let us know who they are. and tc
give us instances of violations of the
leave question, and to prove their as
sertion "so susceptible of proof." It
would be rather amusing to the pubt .

to know that neither of them rightl;
como under the head of "Euslness Man"
or "Government Employe No. 3," but
are merely Impostors.

"Employe No. 3" states there is no
law by which Government employes arc
legallv allowed leave, and then right on
top ot this statement quotes the law
I. e. act of March 15, 139S. Tho mere
fact that Congress passed an act ap-
proved by the President) limiting an-

nual leave to thirty days shows that
Congress intended that Govemmenl
clerks should have some leave under the
law and that the leave should be thirty
days. The mere fact that the heads Of
departments allow this thirty days leav e
shows that they consider this net to be
the law. and that Congress Intended, that
the clerk should have thirty days annual
leave. Were this act not in the statute
books they (the departmental head;1
would be powerless to allow even a sin-
gle day of leave. The dlscretionarv
words "may grant thirty days annual
leave." were Inserted In the act In a
wlso moment by Congress In order to
keep a clerk from demanding leave at
a time when his presence might bo need-
ed. But for that they could get leave
at any time regardless of protests.

I am not a lawyer, and even though
connected with the Department of Jus-
tice "In a minor degree" have commen
sense enough to discern the -- legal in-

tent" of an act. I heartily agree with
"Government Employe No 3" that he li
not a "lawyer." R. C NORFL.EET

Would Allow Citizens To Carry Arm
To the Editor of Urn Mall Ic

Protests at the inability of tl-- e i i
to check hold-up- s. purse-snatchin- g a--

the like, will accomplish nothing
wo need Is a change In the ltv
cerning the carrying of weapon" I 'j
for jcar3 protested that the ptc .
laws act nierelv as a vein, e
protection of the criminal. The tima i

the citizen and arm the thug v

Is a law. or rather su Ii .1

cation of the present law a. .

it possible for any reputable ei ....
obtain legal permission to j.i n
when he feels it advisable.

I'ntil the authoril'e.4 !- -
the great body 01 citizei.s I k o
children, forcing them to huh .

the coat tails of the polio Alio . .

never to b found when wan'e.t s so
lone will those crimes of vlolen e . on
tl'iue.

It will, ol" coure. be objectf ' ..

course proposed is " ifd . le
cause 'somebody might get ui V t
let them got shot. Uefer h.ve re.-.e- r

people and breed men amoit i 10 I

than to multiply in cowardi'-- .

There are thousands of nun n tris
city fully as well qualified to aid i

the preservation of law and oroW o.s
the average policeman. What t tier
that should he considered out of place
In the suggestion that the city aai!
Itself of these men in such work Bi
ciin the city expect its citizens to -
empty handed as-iln- t the armcl th
That is the present proposi ion ,1:1 1 to
tnv mind, it is f ir tnore oir nieo'-'-s than
th" course I propose.

FRANK G CMPRKiT


